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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PEPR, SY, US 

SUBJECT: ATHERTON MEDIATION REBUKED 

1 . DESPITE ITS FOCUS ON ASSAD'S MOSCOW VISIT, SYRIAN MEDIA 
CONTINUE TO FIND SPACE FOR CRITICISM OF US MEDIATION ROLE. 
THREE SEPARATE EDITORIALS AND ANALYSES DEVOTED TO SUBJSRT 
FEB 21-22. 

2. FEB 21 EDITORIAL CLAIMS THAT ATHERTON MUST ENCOUNTER 
SEVERAL MORE "BUMPS' 1 IN THE ROAD BEFORE ARRIVING AT THE 
US GOAL AND PROJECTS: 

-THAT EGYPTIAN -IS RAELI DIFFERENCES WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
HIGHLIGHTED PRIOR TO SETTLING THEM IN ISRAEL'S FAVOR; 

-SADAT WILL BE PORTRAYED AS NEGOTIATING ON UNEQUAL FOOTING 
WITH BEGIN; 
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-ATHERTON WOULD PERFORM SOME "MIRACLES" A LA 
KISSINGER; AND 

-ALL THIS WOULD BE AIMED AT DEMONSTRATING THAT US ALONE 
HAD THE MEANS TO SETTLE THE ME CONFLICT. 

3. COMMON THEME THROUGHOUT IS THAT US ORCHESTRATING 
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DISPUTES BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT TO IMPLY (FALSELY) THAT SADAT 
IS NOT SURRENDERING ARAB POSITIONS. ISRAELI OBJECTIONS 
TO SALE OF F-5'S TO EGYPT MUST BE SEEN IN THIS LIGHT. EGYPT, IT 
IS CLAIMED, WILL USE ITS NEW PLANES IN COOPERATION WITH 
ISRAEL TO SAFEGUARD US INTERESTS IN AFRICAN AND THE ARAB 
WORLD. MURPHY 
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